84      UP-COUNTRY AND THE CENTRAL PROVINCES

I now propose to exhibit, as it were, certain selected
lantern - slides from my collection, so as to give some idea
of our life at Nagpore in those remote days, and as explain-
ing the difficulties and surprises that beset the path some
fifty years ago of those connected with the administration in
that new and distant Province of the Indian Empire.

A commencement will be made with an episode intro-
ducing one of the distinguished native inhabitants, a man of
the old school, who is entitled to first place in this notice of
the country which, until shortly before our arrival, had been
under the rule of the Bhonslah Rajah of Nagpore.
& The Province had always been, as Sir Alfred Lyall well
describes'it in his delightful verses printed later on, the
Cinderella of India, and ^Temple, the new Governor, had to
try and provide many necessaries which the more favoured
Provinces had long enjoyed. Thus a Museum was started,
and all the zeal of the district officers and that of the
native chiefs and landholders enlisted in the collection of
objects of interest for the new institution. The fiat went
forth that every one was invited to bring into Nagpore all
that was "marvellous and rare/' and a special "durbar n or
function was announced for the reception of the leading local
nobles and landholders assisting in this meritorious object.
As is always the case, there was no small competition among
the nobles to minister to the hobby, as it was regarded, of
the great man* But some earnest workers had rather vague
ideas of the class of rarity suitable for a museum collection*
The durbar, to which all the leading people of the Province
had been invited, was opened with much state and ceremony
in the great hall of the Residency. Temple, seated on a red*
velvet chair of state placed on a dais, commenced to explain ,r
the object of the assembly In an impressive speech In the
vernacular, and dwelt on the desirability of all bringing in
was uncommon and "rare," and repeated dwelt
the word " rare." An old chief from a wild part of the
' who was seated In the front row* suddenly held' up
< 'his hand as does a schoolboy in class when anxioas to get la